


KARMA ENDURO CHARITY CHALLENGE 2010

f1am not mistaken, it was in the mid 1970s. My school-
mates and | used to walk to school through someone’s
compound, through the fields, across a small inland
waterway doing a balancing act on a makeshift coconut -~
iree bridge before crossing NH 47. For each and every stage ~
il the way we would invent challenges to make the walk
ess mundane than it would have been otherwise. One of
was to spot which Ambassadorvariant would pass us
in the highway as we walked nlong to the crossing,
Much water has flowed hencath the coconut tree bridge
nce then and the Indian automotive scene has moved
d by light years. Whal hasnt changed though is the
pe of the Hindustan Ambassador and when I recently
ad the opportunily to cover the Karma Enduro Charity
Challenge 2010, organised by Hindustan Motors, all those
emories from years ago came rushing back.
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Thee road to Munnar
was narrow and

bad, there was fog
and the Ambassa-
dor Is essentially a
50-year-old design.
But most enthusiastic
participants found
the car a joy to drive.
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1. Joys of childhood. Happiness even in the midst of pov-
erty. 2. Learning to eat from banana leaves with their
hands in the Indian way. 3. Tradition and modernity go
hand in hand as the rally is led by this lone saree clad
woman on a moped. 4. A common sight in rural india,
south or north, where goods carriers often double up as
people carriers as well. 5. Phil (right) helps yours truly
take a shot while Tom (left) keeps his hands on the wheels
and his eyes on the road ahead. 6. A traditional thatched
hut in Tamil Madu. While sights like these are common for
us, it was a novelty for the participants who were helping
ralse funds for people like this old lady
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